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Guitarist Rik Emmett, formerly with Triumph, will be performing at the
Iridium in New York City on Dec. 4 and 5 and at Hugh's Room in Toronto
on Dec, 9.
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Did you see the riots on TV?
News clips. I'm horrified.
Is it more horrific because they were Canadians?

Aren't Canadians supposed to be the ones who are a little bit more
civilized, a little bit more cautious and careful? It might have been just
because it was June. If they'd only get the damn playoffs back where they
belong, in March.

It would be raining in Vancouver, and they'd be saying, “Aww, let's just go
home.” Geography and climate have probably shaped the culture of this
country more than anything. June worked against us.

How do you think the riots were handled - by the police during the
events and by the legal system subsequently?

I think there's a culture clash at work here. The world we live in, this

virtual, digital, electronic, instant age. Reality TV is instant. Gratification is
instant. Communication is instant. This thing that occurred is happening in
an instant and, in an instant, the range of human emotions can be Avioners'™ can do that
incredibly volatile. Then real time takes over.

Institutionalized systems, police work, the justice system. People don't see
good things happening but good things take a lot of time. They don't MOST POPULAR STORIES
happen in an instant. 1. Editorial cartoons, November 2011

Vancouver police claim they were being thorough - many see it as 2. Tﬂlgi!:hﬂ:c, C;r;ta;iu‘slpulitical culprits have a
- - - o e SOlution To e rNscal mess
grossly slow - in recommending laying charges. What is your view?

We'll watch Law & Order and, in a hour, they'll clean things up. It is so At s e e
satisfying. We can watch TV and get the sense that this is the real world. 4, MNov. 25: Letters to the editor
Instant. I can pick up my phone and bleg and it is in print and worldwide. Crmmmmmm————
But that doesn’t mean it is substantial. It doesn’t mean that it is any good
because it happened really fast.
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Justice has an obligation to give any human effort to get it right. If you are
going to be righteous, you have to be balanced. Balance cant spring from
emaotion. It can‘t spring from revenge. We have to use our reason, our
intellect. Those are the higher principles that a human has to aspire to.

¥You mention balance. Did they get the right balance between
millions of dollars in damages to lives and businesses against police
recommendations that only 60 people be charged?

Of course not, but once the riot starts and the damage begins, I don't think
there is any chance the victims are going to feel they are done right by.
But a judge has to sit in a chair at some point and balance the rights of the
accused with the rights of victims, and it's not an easy thing to do and it's
not a fast thing. Was justice good when it was swift for Donald Marshall Ir.
or David Milgaard or Steven Truscott?

There seems to be more faith in civil action than the justice system,
from employers instantly firing workers caught on video rioting to
civil cases where those victimized will be suing for damages.

That will take forever, and no one ever ends up being happy in the end. In
the wake of damages, you are seeing some sort of reparation, but you can
never be whole again.

My life has been in show business. I see people at their very best and at
their very worst. We can be stupid and so greedy and so violent. The riots
point all of that up. We are left with police and justice systems that have to
try to make some sort of sense from the fact that humans will behave in
ways that dont make any sense.
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